A    WINDOW    IN    THRUMS

It was with such unwonted severity as this
that Hendry called upon Jamie to follow him
to church ; but the boy went off, and did not
return till dusk, defiant and miserable. Jess
had been so terrified that she forgave him every-
thing for sight of his face, and Hendry prayed
for him at family worship with too much
unction. But Leeby cried as if her tender
heart would break. For a long time Jamie
refused to look at her, but at last he broke
down.

" If ye go on like that," he said, " 111 gang
awa oot an' droon mysel, or be a sojer."

This was no uncommon threat of his, and
sometimes, when he went off, banging the door
.violently, she ran after him and brought him
back. This time she only wept the more, and
so both went to bed in misery. It was after
midnight that Jamie rose and crept to Leeby's
bedside. Leeby was shaking the bed in her
agony* Jess heard what they said.

" Leeby;' said Jamie, " dinna greet, an' I'll
never do't again/*
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